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At the Morley Agricultural 
Foundation AGM on 20th 
January, board member 
John Wallace was elected as 
chairman. He has been on the 
TMAF board since its inception in 
2003 and has farmed at Coney 
Weston, near the Suffolk/Norfolk 
border, all his working life.

He said “I am delighted to 
accept the chairmanship of 
TMAF. I have always admired 
the work of the foundation 
and its predecessors. Looking 
forward, I am enthusiastic about 
developing our relationship with 
our sister organisation NIAB, who 
conduct a large number of trials 
here (3600 plots) and, using our 
grant awarding function, trying 
to keep all research we grant, 
aid or host, relevant to East 
Anglian farming. 

To this end, and in line with 
boards recent review of its 
priorities, the membership of 460 
will be consulted, as well as a 
large number of agronomists, to 
reassure us that current research 
projects are in line with grass 
roots farming opinion’.

He continued ’I am also keen 
on the considerable investments 
we make in education, both by 
grant aiding specific activities 
at Easton and Otley College, as 
well as providing part funding 
for students researching for their 
PhD’s.

Finally, I shall be urging the board 
to continue to support activities 
which tell the good news that 
modern farming brings to society 
as a whole”.

Welcome to our new chairman
We welcome board member John Wallace as our newly 
elected chairman

Farming 
Education
Research



Summer event not to 
be missed!
An exciting new event involving BBRO is 
coming to Morley Farms this summer

Morley farms are proud to host this year’s 
BBRO Cantley factory open day. Morley 
Farms is equal distance from Cantley, Bury 
St Edmunds and Wissington factories at 
25- 27 miles making it ideal if we want to 
divert sugar beet deliveries in any direction. 
This also makes a good location for BBRO 
to demonstrate a range of research 
projects including brand new ideas along 
with a reminder of some tried and trusted 
methods.

BBRO open days will take on a refreshed 
format this year. The date has moved from 
May to 28th June meaning there will be 
more to see as the crop is further on in 
its development. The site is going to be 
available throughout the growing season 
for other groups to visit including farmers 
and agronomists so contact your area 
manager for more information. The intention 
is to also make the site available for 
many of the other groups that visit Morley 
including school children and in particular 
Easton & Otley agricultural students. 

The site will be designed with more demo 
plots with grass in-between so movement 
round the site is much easier. Although this 
means that for every square metre of grass 
established there will be 10 less sugar beet 
for Morley farms to sell, with the extra use 
throughout the season and more to see 
the site should provide more value to the 
industry.

Vistors to the event will be able to 
see highlights of new work to come, 
information about phD projects, Innovate 
UK, use of remote sensing and the new 
recommended list.

28th 
June 2016

12pm till 3pm
Contact your British Sugar 

Area Manager 
or BBRO for more 

information

On Thursday 23rd June 2016, the National 
Agronomy Centre will be holding it’s annual 
open day at Morley. 

This year will see a slight change to previous 
proceedings with an entirely field based 
format. Along with variety and fungicide 
demos there will also be a chance to see 
some of the long term experiments focusing 
on soil and farming systems. 

For more information or to see some of NIAB’s 
many other summer events, please visit    
www.niab.com

Save The Date! 
For the NAC open day at Morley



This allows analogous comparisons of T1, T2 
and T3 timings to be drawn over the years. One 
change that was introduced part way through 
the programme (back in 2005) was the inclusion 
of a T0, to better reflect common practice.

During the 2014/15 season the main disease 
present in this study at Morley were Septoria 
and yellow rust; with levels of c.12% and 3% 
respectively seen on leaf 3 in untreated plots 
on the 3rd July 2015. Yield differences were 
recorded, but reflected the relatively low 
disease pressure; with returns of 0.15 t/ha (T0), 
0.33 t/ha (T1 and T2) and 0 t/ha (T3) in 2015. This 
data contributed further to the long term mean 
response over the full period of the study, where 
the analogous relative mean responses would 
be 0.1 t/ha (T0), 1.9 t/ha (T1 and T2) and 0.36 t/
ha (T3); see Figure 1.

The 2014/15 responses were notably lower than 
the long term average, however considering 
both the seasonal and longer term data we 
can gauge what a reasonable estimate of our 
mean yield response might be, understand 
how our seasonal response compares to 
this and appreciate the likely levels of inter 
season variability around responses. This type 
of monitoring information gives us a better 
gauge of risk and response than single season 
data (setting responses in context) and can 
inform appropriate field approaches. For further 
information on this and other NAC studies 
please see www.niab.com (follow the National 
Agronomy Centre link) or email nac@niab.com.

Long term disease 
response monitoring 
in winter wheat 
Ron Stobart from NIAB discusses results 
from a long term winter wheat disease 
monitoring study at Morley as it comes into 
it’s 30th year

Back in 1986 a long term experiment was set 
up at Morley to monitor and track the yield 
response to the components of a wheat 
fungicide programme. The goal is to better 
appreciate the magnitude and variation of 
the responses; this study is now approaching 
its 30th birthday! The work is supported by 
TMAF and delivered through NIAB TAG via the 
National Agronomy Centre (NAC) Initiative. The 
project has historically been referred to as the 
‘Cigarette graph trial’ however with changing 
social attitudes and references, perhaps with 
the blue and yellow stacked bars, we should 
now think of it more as the ‘Marge Simpson’ 
graph!  

The ongoing picture delivered through 
this monitoring exercise is used commonly 
as benchmark data e.g. to put seasonal 
responses/changes into longer term context or 
to provide a marker for mean responses across 
seasons. Over the duration of the study the 
varieties, fungicides and disease pressures have 
changed, however the underlying structure 
of the work with untreated plots, spray timing 
components and a representative standard 
spray input programme has always remained 
the same. 

Mean Data

2015:
T0 = 0.15 t/ha 
T1 + T2 = 0.33 t/ha           
T3 = 0.0 t/ha
Long term mean: 
T0 = 0.10 t/ha 
T1 + T2 = 1.90 t/ha           
T3 = 0.36 t/ha

Figure 1 (below). Long term fungicide 
response data from Morley (t/ha).



Calls for improvement 
to countryside 
education

The report, commissioned by an education 
strategy group that includes the two counties’ 
agricultural associations, Easton and Otley 
College and the University of East Anglia, was 
funded by local agri-food charities.

Introducing her comprehensive analysis, 
Norfolk teacher, Kate Ibbetson-Price, 
concludes that “There is so much great work 
being done, but it is often unfocussed and 
hard to access for teachers. We want every 
school aged child in Norfolk and Suffolk to 
have the opportunity to benefit from the 
many learning activities that currently exist, 
but at present we are falling short of this 
vision.”

The report provides an overview of the current 
provision for food, farming and countryside 
education within Norfolk and Suffolk, how this 
relates to teachers’ needs and how this can 
be improved by considering examples of best 
practice from elsewhere. 

At present only 25% of Norfolk’s school age 
population is engaged. Much of this work is 
focused at primary school level which leads 
to duplication of effort and often mixed 
messages by organisations and farmers 
interacting with schools. There are also many 
misconceptions of the agricultural industry 
and the important roles that those involved 
play within it today.

Calling for a regional approach, the report 
suggests that better engagement and co-
ordination between the agricultural sector 
and schools will also improve awareness of 
the skills required, how they are obtained and 
the many career opportunities that exist. 

In order to achieve this vision the report 
recommends a strategy that will allow for 
more opportunities for greater collaboration 
through a demand led approach that 
provides support for both providers (farmers, 
food companies and others in the industry), 
and beneficiaries (teachers and schools). 
The Education Strategy Group will now 
develop plans to deliver the report’s 
recommendations.

The report is available to view online at www.
rnaa.org.uk. If you have any comments or 
questions please contact the author Kate 
Ibbetson-Price on 01603 731967, or by email at 
kate.ibbetson-price@rnaa.org.uk.

A new report calls for better co-ordination 
of activities that promote food, farming and 
the countryside to young people in Norfolk
and Suffolk. 


